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Dear Sir: 

The undersigned, having been appointed a Board of Trustees, 

by the Legislature of Ohio, for the purpose of collecting information preparatory to the establishment of a 

Pusztic ScnHoot ror THE INSTRUCTION OF THE UNFORTUNATE BLIND IN LETTERS AND THE MeEcuanic Arts, 

most respectfully and affectionately solicit your friendly aid and assistance in gathering up all the knowledge 
which ingenuity and experience may have acquired, in this most interesting charity. 

We trust, dear Sir, that the merit of this subject is sufficient to commend itself to your attention, without 

a necessity for the apology, which is properly due from strangers. Permit us, therefore, to call your atten- 

tion more particularly to the matter, by soliciting replies to the following questions: 
















. Can a single teacher commence and carry on the School ? 

2. How many pupils can one teacher instruct ? 

3. Is it usual for the same teacher to instruct in letters and the mechanic arts? If not, what additional 
means are used to impart knowledge, in the latter branches ? 

4. Is it expedient to maintain a separation between the male and female pupils? and if so, will a female 
teacher be necessary ? 

5. What books, stationery, or apparatus, will be necessary in conducting the Institution? and of what do 
they specifically consist ? 

6. Can all the books, apparatus, §c., be obtained in your city? and at what probable expense? 

7. Between what ages are pupils considered most susceptible of instruction ? 
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. What is the duration of a full course of instruction, and its estimated cost ? 
. Can the pupils board in private families, for one or two years ? or will it be indispensably necessary to 
commence with a boarding-house, expressly for their accommodation ? 
10. Can we ol tain a qualified teacher, and at what probable expense per annum ? 
11. What time would be sufficient to qualify a teacher? 
12. What mechanical arts do the pupils learn with facility and advantage? 
13. Which art is most profitable to themselves, and which to the Institution? 
14. How far have the pupils been able to support themselves by mechanical labor, both before and after they 
leave the Institution? 
15. What is the age and general condition of your institution ? 
16. What books, or publications will give us the best information in relation to the origin, progress, and 
general condition of this benevolent science ? 
17. If possible, please to send us copies of every report made from your institution, and as many other 
reports, documents, and essays, from other institutions, foreign or domestic, as you can conveniently 
spare. 






















Through the blessing of Almighty God, this splendid charity must cover the earth—and although we can 
expect no direct opportunity of reciprocating the favors which your kindness may extend to us, yet we shall 
hope to give favor for favor, by assisting, in like manner, the other institutions, which we know must 
come hereafter. 








Very respectfully, yours, 


JAMES HOGE, 
Trustees. 
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ES olumbus, AD fio, 4 tf Qi ay, 1836, 


Dear Sir: 


The undersigned, having been appointed a Board of Trustees, 

by the Legislature of Ohio, for the purpose of collecting information preparatory to the establishment of a 

Pusric Scnoot ror THE INSTRUCTION OF THE UNFORTUNATE BLIND IN LETTERS AND THE MEcuanic ARTs, 

most respectfully and affectionately solicit your friendly aid and assistance in gathering up all the knowledge 
which ingenuity and experience may have acquired, in this most interesting charity. 

We trust, dear Sir, that the merit of this subject is sufficient to commend itself to your attention, without 

a necessity for the apology, which is properly due from strangers. Permit us, therefore, to call your atten- 
tion more particularly to the matter, by soliciting replies to the following questions: 


1. Can a single teacher commence and carry on the School? 

2. How many pupils can one teacher instruct ? 

3. Is it usual for the same teacher to instruct in letters and the mechanic arts? If not, what additional 

means are used to impart knowledge, in the latter branches ? 

4. Is it expedient to maintain a separation between the male and female pupils? and if so, will a female 
teacher be necessary ? 

What books, stationery, or apparatus, will be necessary in conducting the Institution? and of what do 
they specifically consist ? 

Can all the hooks, apparatus, §c., be obtained in your city? and at what probable expense? 

Between what ages are pupils considered most susceptible of instruction ? 

What is the duration of a full course of instruction, and its estimated cost? 

Can the pupils board in private families, for one or two years ? or will it be indispensably necessary to 
commence with a boarding-house, expressly for their accommodation ? 

10. Can we obtain a qualified teacher, and at what probable expense per annum ? 

11. What time would be sufficient to qualify a teacher? 

12. What mechanical arts do the pupils learn with facility and advantage? 

13. Which art is most profitable to themselves, and which to the Institution? 

14. How far have the pupils been able to support themselves by mechanical labor, both before and after they 

leave the Institution? 
15. What is the age and general condition of your institution ? 
16. What books, or publications will give us the best information in relation to the origin, progress, and 
general condition of this benevolent science ? 
17. If possible, please to send us copies of every report made from your institution, and as many other 


reports, documents, and essays, from other institutions, foreign or domestic, as you can conveniently 
spare. 


on 


OMS 


Through the blessing of Almighty God, this splendid charity must cover the earth—and although we can 
expect no direct opportunity of reciprocating the favors which your kindness may extend to us, yet we shall 
hope to give favor for favor, by assisting, in like manner, the other institutions, which we know must 
come hereafter. 

Very respectfully, yours, 


JAMES HOGE, 
N. H. SWAYNE, Trustees. 
WILLIAM M. AWL, 
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(CIRCULAR.) 


NEW-YORK INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. 


By an act of the Legislature of this State, passed on the:20th May, 1836, an appropriation of 12,000 dollars 

is made in favor of this Institution. “‘ Provided the Managers raise the sum of 8000 dollars: and, whenever 
avidence is given to the Comptroller of the State, that the said amount is deposited by them in some bank in the 
tity, it shall be lawful for the Managers of the New-York Institution for the Blind, through their Treasurer for 
the time being, to draw upon the Comptroller of the State for 12,000 dollars; which sum, together with the 
8000 dollars raised and deposited as aforesaid, shall‘be applied’by the Managers of the Institution, for the pur- 
pose of purchasing the fee simple of the premises now occupied by them ; and -also for the erection of a work- 
Shop for the Blind, and for the repair of the buildings now on the said premises; and the'title thereto, shall be 
vested in the Managers of the said Institution, in conformity to the conditions of .a lease given to them by James 
Boorman, of the city of New-York.” 


The said act also provides that “ the premises so purchased as aforesaid, shall be appropriated and used by the 
Managers of the said Institution and their successors, wholly and solely, for the benefit of the Blind: and, in 
Order that the Institution may be more permanently and usefully established, it shall not be removed from its 
present site before the expiration of fifty years.” 


)This handsome appropriation by the Legislature of our State is founded upon the opinion, that it is incumbent 
lipon the Managers to make exertions to’sustain the Institution, and not rely wholly upon Legislative patronage. 
Hence by the aforesaid act, the Managers are required to raise $000 dollars before they can draw the State’s‘ap- 
Plopriation. And, if by the aid of their fellow-citizens they should be able to obtain the required amount, it is to 
be applied, together with the State appropriation, in the manner before mentioned. One great object of the 
Degislature specified in two of the laws passed in aid of this Institution, is to make the Blind useful, by giving 
fem some trade or employment, by which they can support themselves; and hence, part of the appropriation is 
@ applied to the extension of the Mechanical Department, by the erection of a workshop. The Managers 
ur in this view of the subject, and have anticipated it by enlarging the accommodations for facilitating the 
luisition of trades and manufactures by the inmates of this Institution. Buta farther extension as contem- 
ed by the law wouldhbe a desireable improvement. 











the liberality of Mr. Boorman, the thirty-two lots now occupied by the Institution, together with the buildings 
on, can be purchased on the 1st November 1836, for 12,740 dollars, which amountis less than a third of the 
Ssent value of the property. To enable the:Managers of the Institution to realize the patronage of the State, 
the liberal provisions of the lease from Mr. Boorman, it is necessary for them to raise the aforesaid amount 
t thousand dollars,and they accordingly now appeal to their fellow-citizens, and respectfully solicit their assis 
in raising the said amount, which will thereby permanently establish this interesting charity on its present 
iitiful site, and enable the Managers to carry into effect those arrangements and improvements heretofore con- 
templated, but which have been necessarily and prudently delayed for the want of means, and the impolicy of 
pending money on leased property until the premises could be secured in fee. These difficulties are now about 
ss removed ; and, provided the wealthy, the liberal, and the benevolent, will aid the Managers in contributions 
mohthe aforesaid purpose, the public may be assured of the specific appropriation of the monies so raised, as the 
WMatiagers are required to report to the Legislature under oath as to the disposition of the amount raised, together 
with that appropriated by the State. 


The subscribers have been appointed a Committee, to call on thei fellow-citizens, for subseriptions and d 
tions, and they hope and trust, that they will be enabled to raise the necessary sum to accomplish so desir 
an object, as the permanent establishment among us, of an Institution, so laudable, so benevolent, and so us 
to those deprived of sight. They even anticipate the ability to raise a much larger amount. As the « 
mittee cannot call on every individual, they would thankfully receive donations from those well disposed t 
object, which may be sent to either of the subscribers 

A report will be made hereafter of the success of the undertaking, and due credit given to the contributor 
publishing the result. ‘There are now 4® blind pupils in the Institution, who are taught vocal and instrums 


rousic, basket making, and the manufacture of mats, rugs, matresses, &c., in addition to the branches of a « 


mon school education. 


Samuet Axkerty, 183 East Broadway 
Cuarves Hoyt, Brooklyn, or 24 Pine-street 
Peter 8. Titus, 283 Grand-street 

Anson G. Puevps, 30 Cliff-street 

Siras Brown, 217 Pearl-street. 

Joun W. Warxer, 134 Franklin-street 
Morris Ketcuum, 40 Wall-street 
SterHen Lyon, 194 Cherry-street 

Hiram Keteuum, 50 Wall-street 


New-York, 15th September, 1836 
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’ 
Making provision for the Instruction of the Blind. ' 


f 
) Pg 
\ Py 
Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the Greneral Assembly of the State of Ohio, That ete e aN ee 
’ 





ee 
9 ‘Gpbhikadememe wer ittiar :, be, and they are hereby appointed a Board of Tits 
b ‘ iN 


3 tees of the Ohio Institution for the instruction of the Blind, which appointments shall a $ 
0 


3 ively terminate as follows: that of the person first named, at the expiration of tae years; tie NS \ ' 


le : Piva ‘DA 
second, at the end of feur years; and the third at the end of fe years from and after the oe ¢ 
, , 


ér 
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6 passage of this act; and the several vacancies thus made, and those which may subsequengly> 


occur, shall be filled, for the term ofthree years, by joint resolution of the General Assent 








— ee 
























9 erection of said buildings and for the work and labor necessary for their construction, and 


10 superintend the works until they arecompleted. 


Sec. 4. That until said buildings shall be completed, the said board may rent some suita- 


2 ble building for the accomnmaedation of so many of the bliad children within this State, as can 


3 be properly instructed by one teacher, and procure such teacher and the necessary nit i 
4 and apparatus for one class, an 1 may place under his care and instruction such number of blind 
5 students, and upon such terms as they may deem expedient. 

Sec. 5. That for the purchase of said land, procuring materials for said buildings, employ- 
2 ing a teacher, and obtaining the necessary books and apparatns for the commencement of said 
3 school, and sustaining it forone year, there is hereby appropriated the sum of ten thousand 
4 dollars, to be paid out of any monies in the treasury, nototherwise appropriated, on the order 
5 ofa majority of said board; an accurate; of which, and the disbursement thereof, shall 
6 be reported to the General Assembly. 

Sec. 6. The trustees shall be entitled to receive, annually, one hundred dollars each, and 
2 the superintendent shall receive such sum as the board of trustees may deem just and reason- 
3 able, not exceeding the rate of six hundred dollars per annum, for the time he shall be actually 
5 employed in the service of the State, to be paid quarterly, on the order of the board of trus- 


6 tees. 
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Gq) QOD as Coe), 
Golumias, Qiio, DMrril 2415, 183 


Dear Sir ay 


Tne Legislature having, as you are probably aware, autho- 
rized the establishment in this place of an institution for the instruction of the blind in Letters and the Mechanic Arts, and 


entrusted to us the grateful task of carrying into effect the act, making provision for this benevolent object, we are desirous 
of commencing the school as early as may be practicable.—-Until the building we are authorized to erect is completed, the 
pupils will be comfortably boarded in a rented dwelling, which has been placed under the charge of a careful Steward 
and Matron. In making a selection of the pupils, we deem it important to be accurately informed of their character, and 
mental qualifications. Eaving learned that there isa blind Ze, in SV oS Pe Sy plore township, in your 

© f 2 . 
county, by the name of acts ~ 4 6@¢yuce GS 


we take leave to ask you to do us the 
favor to ascertain and advise us what is. Jest 


character as respects HEALTH, DISPosITION and APTITUDE TO LEARN. 
And also whether Ae parents..would permit /eze~ to reside in the institution, with a view to # 


«¢ education, and 
perhaps the acquiring of some useful mechanical occupation. 


If the pupils are in indigent circumstances, the expenses of BoarD, Books, and TurTI0N will be defrayed by the State ; 
any other expenses, (such as clothing and traveling,) it is expected will be defrayed by the parents or guardians of the 
children. 

The trustees are fully aware of the tender regard and double affection, so honorable to human nature, which is usually 
extended to children that are unfortunate, and how very difficult it is for parents to consent that they should be entrusted 
to the care of strangers; but from the arrangements which have been made, and the deep interest which the benevolent 
have taken in this most interesting charity, we feel authorized to say, that the utmost attention will be paid to the health, 
comfort, and morals of the pupils ; and that no effort will be spared to give them the best education their capacities may 
be found adapted to receive. 

Not doubting your willingness to aid in any manner in your power in carrying out the purpose of the Legislature, we 
have not hesitated thus to trouble you. An early reply will greatly oblige us. 

James Hoce, 
N. H. Swayne, Trustees. 
Wittiam M. Awt, 

N. B. For further information concerning the instruction of the blind, we respectfully refer you to the report which we 

had the honor to submit to the last Legislature. 
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BOSTON, Ocr. 22d, 1837. 


The Committee on Premiums, of the Exhibition and Fair of the Massachusetts 
Charitable Mechanic Association, having awarded you a e : (y£ Se (hia £75 
I have the pleasure to enclose you a Certificate for the same, and am directed by the Board 
of Managers to state that it will be sent to you as soon as it is ready for delivery. 

Very respectfully 


four Obedient Servant, 


J. L. HOMER, Corresponding Secretary. 
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